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History: Grades 2-3 (Canada) GRADE(S): 2-3

About the Course

This course includes the following topic(s): Canadian History: Grades 2-4

About Canadian History: Grades 2-4

Read Canadian history stories from the current history cycle (1800-1900). View images and
reference atlases and maps to set the people and events in their time and place. Update
History Charts as appropriate for student level.

Placement & Combining Tips

Canadian History: Grades 2-4
History courses are on a four-year rotation. Students should follow the current Alveary rotation.
Students in grades 2-4 will take the same course.

Scheduling

SCHEDULE INFO.

2-4 Canadian History: Grades 2-4 The Kids Book of Canadian History
1 time/week 20 min Born!: A Foal, Five Kittens and Confederation
Laura Secord's Brave Walk
I Am Not a Ghost: The Canadian Pacific Railway
The Spirit of Canada: Canada's Story in Legends, Fiction,
Poems, and Songs
Belle of Batoche

Sample Weekly View

History: Grades 2-3(Canada)

Canadian History:
Grades 2-4

Planning & Prep

Permission to print for non-commercial use. See Alveary group use policy to use lessons
in a group context.

LINKS: Click text or scan the QR code in the top corner of the lesson plan pages to view
online resources associated with the lessons.

Responsibility for previewing all links rests with the teacher. All links were checked at the
time of publication; however, websites change frequently and may contain objectionable
content. Please report broken links by contacting us through our website.

History: Grades 2-3 (Canada)
[0 Read the document in the Quick Links about History Timelines and Charts.

[0 We encourage you to pick a biography for each term to read in the afternoons. The Bookshelf
has many recommendations.
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Books & Resources

For book rationales and purchase options, click the Book List link or
scan the QR code below.
o  View Book List Details

History: Grades 2-3 (Canada)

Canadian History: Grades 2-4

The Kids Book of Canadian History

d Born!: A Foal, Five Kittens and Confederation

=2  Laura Secord's Brave Walk

I Am Not a Ghost: The Canadian Pacific Railway

s The Spirit of Canada: Canada's Story in Legends, Fiction, Poems, and Songs

Belleof
E Belle of Batoche

Supplies

For supply list details and basic supplies helpful to have on hand, click the links or
scan the QR code below.

oo View Basic Supplies

(No Subject Supplies Assigned)

Quick Links

History: Grades 2-3 (Canada)

) Foundations (See Section 15: History)

o History Charts & Timeline Scope & Sample

Alveary Lesson Plan

©2026 Charlotte Mason Institute® All rights reserved.


https://planning.alveary.org/book-details.html?base=subject&id=All%20Subjects&course=recHTgJVYIMQRUCqi
https://planning.alveary.org/supply-details.html?view=course&id=rec02PG0uJRjfJewY
https://planning.alveary.org/sample-links.html?id=recQcsYwjuZMuzVvp

History: Grades 2-3 (Canada)

Prepare

e Read through the lesson and gather any materials or find any necessary links.

e If you have not already read the book, you may want to read the selected pages in advance.

Recap

e Connect to previous lessons by asking students to recall where they left off.

o If students have difficulty recalling, teachers might try showing them a picture from the
reading, sharing something the teacher remembers, or prompting them with the first sentence of
the last reading. This will often refresh their memory enough to allow them to recall.

o If students still cannot recall anything from the last reading, teachers might consider continuing
anyway (with a shorter reading this time) or repeating the previous lesson, depending on the
reading and the nature of the book.

Introduce

e Use a picture, map, or engaging question to pique the student's interest in the day's lesson.

e If necessary, you may talk about one or two unfamiliar words that will be crucial to
understanding.

Read

e Read the day's passage out loud. When reading to pre-readers, point to the words as you read,
even if it seems like they aren't paying attention.

e Move at the student’s pace for the lesson time rather than a particular number of pages. It is
vitally important that teachers not try to ‘force feed’ a student more than they can consume in
one sitting.

e Students who have a difficult time sitting still or listening may benefit from a fidget of their
choice, such as a piece of putty or clay or an afghan; flexible positioning, such as a wobble seat
or inverted sitting; or sensory modulation, such as a weighted vest or blanket or adjustment of
light, temperature, or sound.

Alveary Lesson Plan

Narrate

e Have students retell the passage orally.

e Alternatively, learners may use words, pictures, Legos, dolls, etc., to process and convey ideas
in the manner most natural to them.

e Teachers may take turns to model.

e Narration is a complex skill requiring the coordination of several parts of the brain. If a student
struggles to narrate in general, with a specific subject or book, or on one day but not others, then
this is an opportunity to learn. Observe when they struggle with this or any other activity today.
Notice facial expressions and body language; listen to what they say about why it is hard or how
they feel about it. Take note of these observations for later, tell them that you see how hard they
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are working, and then offer whatever support they need to end on a positive note. If necessary,
take a break for the day.

Discuss

e Give the student an opportunity to share thoughts on the lesson and any connections made.

e To stimulate discussion, you could ask them what they thought about the passage or ask an
open-ended question.

Alveary Lesson Plan
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History: Grades 2-3 (Canada)

e

for links. El

i1 20m Canadian History: Grades 2-4 - Lesson 1
Introduction, The War of 1812

[l Materials: The Kids Book of Canadian History, globe or world
atlas

PREP: Print a copy of a map of Canada. You will use this throughout the
course.
oo Map Link: Outline Map of Canada

- INTRO

Do you know when your relatives came to Canada and what brought them
here? Where did they move from? Where did they settle?

This year in Canadian history, we are learning all about Canada in the
nineteenth century (between the years 1800 and 1900). At the beginning
of this century, Canada was a collection of separate British colonies and
was vulnerable to invasion by the newly independent nation of the United
States to the south. Yet by the end of the century, Canada was a self-
governing country of seven provinces and two territories, with a
transcontinental railway that stretched from coast to coast. This class will
explore many of the changes that took place during this time.

- LOCATE

On a globe or world atlas, find England. Find Canada. What ocean do you
have to cross?

Find the United States of America. With your finger, trace the line of the
border between the United States and Canada.

-> READ, NARRATE, &DISCUSS
p.31-32 "While the fur traders" - "homes and families."

- VIEW

Map on p.32: "Major battles in the War of 1812"

Compare this map to a modern map of Canada. What differences do you
notice?

Why do you think so many battles in the War of 1812 took place near
Niagara Falls and the Great Lakes?

- MAPPING ACTIVITY

On your Map of Canada, label Queenston Heights, Toronto (called York in
1812), Montreal, the St. Lawrence River, and the Great Lakes (Lake
Ontario, Lake Erie, Lake Huron, Lake Michigan, and Lake Superior).

i1 20m Canadian History: Grades 2-4 - Lesson 2 o EXTRA HELPING

War of 1812, cont. Watch a Heritage Minute about
how the Grand River warriors

I [l Materials: Famous Canadian Stories, Spirit of Canada helped to defeat the Americans at
Queenston Heights after the

- RECAP death of General Brock.

What do you remember about why the War of 1812 started? oo Video Link: Heritage Minutes:

Queenston Heights
READ, NARRATE, &DISCUSS
1. Famous Canadian Stories
oo PDF Link: The Battle of Queenston Heights
p.139-143 "It was early" - "the United States of America."

2. Spirit of Canada
p.58-59 "The Battle of Queenston" - "know your name."

- LISTENING ACTIVITY

Listen to Stan Rogers sing his song "MacDonnell on the Heights."
oo Music Link: MacDonnell on the Heights
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History: Grades 2-3 (Canada) Gl TS tant o B

CL

for links. )
Term 1
- VIEW

1. Spend some time looking at this engraving of The Battle of Queenston
Heights. The original engraving this one is based on is attributed to
Captain James Dennis, who fought in the battle. The Americans (in blue)
are crossing the Niagara River to Queenston (the right side) from Lewiston
(the left side).

o [mage Link: The Battle of Queenston Heights

2. Visit Brock's Monument at Queenston Heights. You don't need to watch
the whole video, but the drone footage provides an amazing view!
o Video Link: Canada's Most Imposing War Memorial

i1 20m Canadian History: Grades 2-4 - Lesson 3
Laura Secord

[l Materials: Kids Book of Canadian History, Famous Canadian
Stories

- RECAP
What do you remember from last week about the Battle of Queenston
Heights?

- READ, NARRATE, &DISCUSS
1. Kids Book of Canadian History
p.33 "Laura Secord walked" - "in a common cause."

2. Famous Canadian Stories
oo PDF Link: Laura Secord
p.147-150 "In a churchyard" - "heroines of Canadian history."

o How do you think Laura Secord must have felt on her long walk?
- VIEW

Visit the monument to Laura Secord.
o Image Link: Laura Ingersoll Secord Monument
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