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History

Ancient History: Grades 5-6 GRADE(S): 5-6

About the Course

Study history stories about the ancient civilizations that lived from 100 BC to 350 AD. View
images and reference atlases and maps to set the people and events in their time and place.
Update History Charts and Book of Centuries as appropriate for student level.

This topic is included in the following course(s): History: Grades 5-6 (U.S.), History: Grades 5-6
(Canada)

Scheduling

GRADE SCHEDULE INFO. BOOKS

5-6 Ancient History: Grades 5-6
1 time/week 25 min

The Bronze Bow
Redemption: The Church in Ancient Times
The Student Bible Atlas, Revised Edition

Sample Weekly View

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

History: Grades 5-6 (U.S.)

U.S. History: Grades
4-6

World History:
Grades 4-6

Ancient History:
Grades 5-6

History: Grades 5-6 (Canada)

Canadian History:
Grades 5-6

World History:
Grades 4-6

Ancient History:
Grades 5-6

Planning & Prep

Permission to print for non-commercial use. See Alveary group use policy to use lessons
in a group context.

LINKS: Click text or scan the QR code in the top corner of the lesson plan pages to view
online resources associated with the lessons.

Responsibility for previewing all links rests with the teacher. All links were checked at the
time of publication; however, websites change frequently and may contain objectionable
content. Please report broken links by contacting us through our website.

History: Grades 5-6 (Canada)
☐ Read the document in the Quick Links about History Timelines and Charts.

☐ We encourage you to pick a biography for each term to read in the afternoons. The Bookshelf
has many recommendations.

Books & Resources

For book rationales and purchase options, click the Book List link or
scan the QR code below.
∞ View Book List Details
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https://planning.alveary.org/book-details.html?view=topic&id=recBP0ILhMKRSKye3
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Ancient History: Grades 5-6

The Bronze Bow

Redemption: The Church in Ancient Times

The Student Bible Atlas, Revised Edition

Supplies

For supply list details and basic supplies helpful to have on hand, click the links or
scan the QR code below.
∞ View Basic Supplies
(No Subject Supplies Assigned)

Quick Links

Ancient History: Grades 5-6

∞ Extra Helpings

∞ Ancient History: Grades 5-6 Student
Lessons (No Answers)

Related Course Quick Links

∞ History Charts & Timeline Scope & Sample

∞ Century Chart

∞ Grade 5 Canadian History Chart Prompts

∞ Grade 5 U.S. History Chart Prompts

∞ Grade 6 Canadian History Chart Prompts

∞ Grade 6 U.S. History Chart Prompts

∞ Foundations (See Section 15: History)

∞ History: Grades 5-6 (U.S.) Student Lessons
(No Answers)

∞ History: Grades 5-6 (Canada) Student
Lessons (No Answers)

Click THIS text
or scan the QR
code for links.
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https://planning.alveary.org/supply-details.html?view=course&id=rec02PG0uJRjfJewY
https://planning.alveary.org/extra-helpings.html?id=recBP0ILhMKRSKye3
https://planning.alveary.org/sample-links.html?id=recTYpFpYIaDutvIa
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Ancient History: Grades 5-6

How To Teach

Prepare
• Read through the lesson and gather any materials or find any necessary links. 

• If you have not already read the book, you may want to read the selected pages in advance.

Recap
• Connect to previous lessons by asking students to recall where they left off. 

• If students have difficulty recalling, teachers might try showing them a picture from the
reading, sharing something the teacher remembers, or prompting them with the first sentence of
the last reading. This will often refresh their memory enough to allow them to recall.

• If students still cannot recall anything from the last reading, teachers might consider continuing
anyway (with a shorter reading this time) or repeating the previous lesson, depending on the
reading and the nature of the book.

Introduce
• Use a picture, map, or engaging question to pique the student's interest in the day's lesson. 

• If necessary, you may talk about one or two unfamiliar words that will be crucial to
understanding.

Read
• Read the day's passage out loud. When reading to pre-readers, point to the words as you read,
even if it seems like they aren't paying attention.

• Move at the student’s pace for the lesson time rather than a particular number of pages. It is
vitally important that teachers not try to ‘force feed’ a student more than they can consume in
one sitting.

• Students who have a difficult time sitting still or listening may benefit from a fidget of their
choice, such as a piece of putty or clay or an afghan; flexible positioning, such as a wobble seat
or inverted sitting; or sensory modulation, such as a weighted vest or blanket or adjustment of
light, temperature, or sound.

Narrate
• Have students retell the passage orally.

• Alternatively, learners may use words, pictures, Legos, dolls, etc., to process and convey ideas
in the manner most natural to them.  

• Teachers may take turns to model.

• Narration is a complex skill requiring the coordination of several parts of the brain. If a student
struggles to narrate in general, with a specific subject or book, or on one day but not others, then
this is an opportunity to learn. Observe when they struggle with this or any other activity today.
Notice facial expressions and body language; listen to what they say about why it is hard or how
they feel about it. Take note of these observations for later, tell them that you see how hard they
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are working, and then offer whatever support they need to end on a positive note. If necessary,
take a break for the day.

Discuss
• Give the student an opportunity to share thoughts on the lesson and any connections made.  

• To stimulate discussion, you could ask them what they thought about the passage or ask an
open-ended question.
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Ancient History: Grades 5-6 Click THIS text or
scan the QR code

for links.

Term 1

WEEK 1 ⬚ 25m Ancient History: Grades 5-6 - Lesson 1

⍞ Materials: Bronze Bow, The Student Bible Atlas

➜ INTRO
The Bronze Bow, winner of the 1962 Newbery Medal, is set in Galilee
during the time of Jesus's ministry (approximately 28–33 AD). Galilee had
been occupied by Rome for almost 100 years when the story takes place,
and the people longed for freedom from Roman oppression. As we read
the story, we'll explore both the Galilee region and the culture of Rome
during this time period. 
∞ Video Link: The Culture at the Time of Jesus' Birth
∞ Video Link: Galilee at the Time of Jesus

➜ READ, NARRATE, & DISCUSS
Ch.1

• Why do you think Daniel trusts Joel and Malthace so quickly?
• What would you miss most if you had to leave your home? 

➜ MAPWORK
⍞ Map Resource: The Student Bible Atlas
• Find the area of Galilee on p.23 or use the Map of Galilee link provided.
Notice that Galilee was an area near the Sea of Galilee, not the name of a
city. (The name Galilee-Hebrew word galil, which translates to "district,"
"circle," or "region".) 
• Now locate the Sea of Galilee and the town of Capernaum. The twins
were moving to this town.
• Much of the story takes place in the village of Ketzah, but this is a
fictitious town. In the book, it is said to be on the northern shore of the Sea
of Galilee, three miles from Capernaum. Can you estimate where this
would have been located on your map? 
∞ Map Link: Map of Galilee

WEEK 2 ⬚ 25m Ancient History: Grades 5-6 - Lesson 2

⍞ Materials: Bronze Bow

➜ RECAP 
What do you remember about Daniel and his conversation with the twin
brother and sister (Joel and Malthace)? 

➜ READ, NARRATE, & DISCUSS
Ch.2

• How does Samson’s condition show the harshness of the ancient world?
• What early signs do we see about Rosh’s character and leadership?

➜ BACKGROUND
This chapter includes a man who is a slave. Under Roman law, enslaved
people had no rights and were regarded as the property of their masters.
They could be bought, sold, and mistreated at will. They were unable to
own property, enter into a contract, or legally marry.

WEEK 3 ⬚ 25m Ancient History: Grades 5-6 - Lesson 3

⍞ Materials: Bronze Bow

➜ RECAP 
What happened with Sampson the slave in the last chapter? 

➜ INTRO
Look closely for details on how the Jewish Sabbath is observed during this

• EXTRA HELPING
∞ Video Link: The Roman
Catapult

★ TEACHER NOTE
Preview p.19 where a man is killed
with a dagger.

• EXTRA HELPING
∞ Video Link: Meet a Roman
Legionary
Note: Though this video shows a
Roman Legionary in England
rather than Israel, the uniforms
and lifestyle would have been
very similar.

• EXTRA HELPING
∞ Website Link: Gleaning by
Hand
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https://planning.alveary.org/sample-links.html?id=recTYpFpYIaDutvIa


p. 7©2026 Charlotte Mason Institute® All rights reserved.Alveary Lesson Plan

Ancient History: Grades 5-6 Click THIS text or
scan the QR code

for links.

Term 1
chapter. The Sabbath would have been observed from Friday night to
Saturday night. Sabbath comes from the Hebrew word Shabbat, which
literally translates to "to rest" or "to cease".

➜ READ, NARRATE, & DISCUSS
Ch.3

• Why do you think Simon says that he and Rosh "work for the same end,
but we don’t exactly see eye to eye.” 
• Why is Daniel reluctant to visit his grandmother and sister? How does he
feel once he is there? 

➜ BACKGROUND
Daniel had run away from Amalek, a cruel blacksmith, where he was a
bonded servant. A bonded servant worked for a master, usually to learn a
trade or to pay off debt, for a set number of years. Although biblical law
mandated protections for indentured Hebrew servants, Amalek treated
Daniel cruelly. Unable to endure the abuse, Daniel broke his bond and fled
into the mountains, making him a runaway and a fugitive from justice.

Daniel's grandmother mentions a "pauper's share" of grain in this chapter.
This ancient practice was called gleaning. Landowners were to leave the
edges of their fields unharvested so that the poor and widows could
gather the grain to feed themselves. This wasn't easy - it took a lot of work
to gather the grain, separate it, grind it, and turn it into coarse flour to
make bread! Do you remember any Bible stories that mention gleaning?
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https://planning.alveary.org/sample-links.html?id=recTYpFpYIaDutvIa

